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EDITORIAL 


Tt ig with some satisfaction that with this, our twenty 

first issue, we come of age, and I should like if I may, 

+o thank the many contributors to our pages who have supported 
ug so faithfully, since our first number appeared in 1956. 


‘though we hit some rather troubled waters during our early 
days, there is no doubt that we have many readers who 
appreciate that Country Buses have a magazine of their own, 
where they can express their views, without fear or favour, 
on topical matters, and can always receive replies from 

the responsible quarters. 


The fact that our original issue comprised 750 copies, which 
quickly rose to its present 2000, speaks I think, for itself, 


The rather long delays between publications is much regretted, 
but comes about because all who work on it do so as an extra 
to their normal duties. I am hoping, however, for an 
improvement in this respect in the future. 


I would also like to say a word of sincere appreciation to 
Mr, Pigram, and his staff in publicity section, for the 
many fine photographs they have produced for us, sometimes _ 
from old and difficult prints. 


With regard to this present number, it will be seen that we 
have included some controversial articles, which, I hope you 
will agree, add to the general interest of the magazine. 

I would particularly mention a thought provoking article on 
the Greater London Council and its transport problems by 

Mr. B, As Seaman, also one by the same writer on the 

larger buses now being brought into use, entitled "Bigger 
and Better Buses", 


Continuedse ss... 


Regretfully the gardening page is being held over to the next 
number, when maybe the trees will be showing traces of green 
again and our hints will be more relevant to the season. 


Lastly I would recommend to our discerning readers a notable 
article from our Green Line "specialist" Mr. A. We McCall, in 
which he sums up its future potential. 


G. O.ENGEL 
Editor. 


STAFF APPOINTMENT 


H.A.eWe Foote has been appointed Chief Inspector "Special" 
Reigate Garagee 


Mr. Foote joined London Transport in 1946 as a Conductor ‘and 


was promoted to Inspector at Reigate in 1951. Mr, Foote has 
had considerable experience as a Relief Chief Inspector. 


OBSCURED VISIBILITY THROUGH CONDENSATION 


From my observations, for at least a decade, I have deplored 
the grubby lumps of sandwich wrappers, daily newspapers, 
which grace the edge of windscreens of RF coaches in a 
frenzied effort to stem the tide of condensation] 


‘Some months ago I had: to choose between possible anxiety — 
neurosis and filling in a suggestion form] This I did, | 
remaining to the best of my own knowledge and belief, 
fairly fit and well, 


My suggestion was that a small sponge pad, cylindrical in 
shape, with a metal rigid back, attached to a spiral wire or 
nylon cord, be fixed to the driver's cab, This when not 

in use could be tucked away. One for the conductor 

should also be provided, 


We have progressed quite a bit since the "knife box" days 
but why is London Transport so lax over these everyday 
essentials? : | 4 | % 


We badly need some fixture on these vehicles; indeed, the 
crew may have left their lumps of rag, or dusters, behind — 
in their best suits] . cee 


Whilst understanding a certain caution over change in an 
organisation as large as ours, why can!t the research army 
at Chiswick get cracking on this problem? 


£ note with dismay that successive traffic circulars warn 
of dead leaves, tea leaves and Messrs. Brown, Smith and 
Jones, who must not be permitted to travel under certain 
other aliases, which one accepts as necessary routine, 


But why, oh why, nothing on condensation? 
Whose is the responsibility? 


Cdr. J. H. Bennett 
Reigate 


CONDENSATION — RE VEHICLES 


An official reply from the Operating Assistant, Country Buses 
and Coaches, to Conductor Bennett's article follows. 


it is true that in common with all vehicles, under certain 
conditions condensation occurs on the RF Vehicle. 

The demister in the driver's cab overcomes part of the problem 
but it does not provide the «nswer for the near side windscreen 
and considerable time and thought has been given in an endeavour 
to find a satisfactory solution. Numerous suggestions have been 
received from the staff and each idea has been carefully examined, 
but so far no practical answer has been found. When considering 
any device to overcome this problem it must be remembered that 
we have a fleet of some 650 RF vehicles (including Central. buses) 
and the maintenance, in good working order, of any device which 
is flimsy and has removable parts such as suggested by Conductor 
Bennett would undoubtedly lead to difficulties, 


The only simple and effective method found of reducing condensation 
is by wiping the windscreen with a small quantity of Teepol on a 
cloth. A number of our old and experienced staff have been 
interviewed and are quite satisfied that this method is generally 
satisfactory. Many of these staff supply the material themselves, 
but supplies of Teepol are available and can be obtained on 
application to the Engineers. 


As an improvement to this method impregnated swabs are to be made 
available shortly to coach crews at certain garages as an experiment. 
Comments on the efficiency of the swabs will be invited after a 
trial period, | 


The RF type has been in service for some 15 years and a start has 
been made on their replacement by the RMC and RCL types of double 
deck coaches, and latterly by the new RC coach, 

It will be appreciated that it would not be economic to spend a lot 
of money on the RF, at this stage of their life, to overcome a 
problem which, after all, we have managed to live with for go 

many yearse 


COUNTRY BUS QUIZ 


(1) Australia is now using the decimal system, 
what would be the decimal equivalent of the 
following fares? 

63 1/3 1/64; 2/~. 
(2) How did the Bakerloo Line get its name? 


(3) What hag been the biggest hazard to London 
Trensport!s buses in the past? 


(4) What constitutes the largest item of costs in 
operating a bus or coach at the present time? 


(5) What is the method used in Wellingtor N.Z, to 
issue tickets on OMO vehiclss? 


(6) Why is an owl noiseless in flight? 
ANSWERS ON PAGE 17 


When passing a garage a man ran out and gaid "Do you mind 
ving me a hand, my car just down the road won't start®? 
e then walked down the road a short distance, then said 

"I'l pull out the choke if you will swing the handle", 


Whereupon he went through the motions of getting into a 
car and pulling out the choke. Thinking he mst be a 
‘aut case? and that I had better humour him, I proceeded 
to turn an imaginary handle. After a few turns, he 
shouted that she was Q.K, now, and waved me away. I 
then returned to the garage, and made some joking 
remarks about the tame 'loonies! around here to the 
preprietor, who said "don't you go and upset hin, he 
pays me ten bob a week for cleaning it", 
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BIGGER AND BETTER BUSES? | 


Implementation of London Transport's scheme to introduce Larger 
seating capacity buses in place of the "well-worn" 56 seat RT 
is well under way. ‘72 seater R.M.L's are now at many garages 
in both Country Bus and Central Bus fleets, and the RM is now 
as common as the RT in all areas. f° pend at 


However, the transfer from 56 seater vehicles to 72 seaters has 
not been a straight one for one swope For obvious economic 
reasons, (in most instances), the ratio of change has been about 
2 vehicles for 3, (eeg. 2 x 72 seaters being a rough equivalent 
of 3 x 56 seaters) and alterations to timetables have come about 
accordingly, It is this factor that casts a very serious doubt 
as to whether the introduction of these bigger buses is an 

. advantage. 


From the point of view of "the Board” this cutting down of the 
number of buses used helps, a little, to cut down the number of 
staff used; and in garages where there is staff shortage this 
can mean a lesser service being fully operated as opposed to 
better service suffering cuts in journeys owing to this staff 
shortage. It also cuts down the number of vehicles needed on 
each route, which saves money in every aspect, including the 
cost of licences and insurance for the extra vehicles. 


But how do these bigger buses suit the passenger? In the 
majority of cases they do not suit them at all. Due to this 
same staff shortage already mentioned the services have been 
pruned to such an extent that headways are large; and the 
present buses give an inadequate service. Further, in an effort 
to utilise every crew and bus to the utmost, many routes have 
been "juggled" computerwise to see that they are on the road 

as long as is legally pessible., (This is, of course, perfectly 
reasonable from the employer's viewpoint, and I would not 
question this procedure from any other aspect than one of 
service demand). This minute scheduling of duties 


has lead to more infrequent and hopelessly irregular services, 
which naturally contiibute, in no small manner, to deterring 
would-be passengers from travelling by bus. With the intro~ 
duction of larger buses the services have been out still 
further. So where you had 3 buses per hour you now have 2. 


With the irregular service now being cut to even greater 
lengths to make these larger buses an economical proposition, 
the poor old passenger comes to the end of his (or her) 
tether and makes other travelling arrangements. ~ 


So, whilst the new buses are bigger they are certainly 
not betters : 


What operators of tomday have to do to offset their staff 
shortage is very debatable, but the introduction of these 
bigger buses is not an answer in any shape or form. In view 
of the fact that a bus on the road (56 seater) for 15 heurs 
per day is only full up for approximately 30 minutes of that 
time would suggest that a SMALLER bus is adequate} For that 
same 145 hours per day a 39 seater single=deck bus would be 
ample, This could also lead to that same 39 seater bus being 
one~man operated, (The saving of man-power ig immediate and 
up to 50% real.) | 


the extra buses needed to cope with that other + hour per day 
could be covered by a limited number of duplications or the ~ 
possible use of q small number of crew-operated double-deckers 
on "spread=over" duties. | 


Wren one bears in mind that single~deck buses have been 

built up to a seated capacity of 65, though the usual is 50 = 
56 seaters, it is hard to understand why double-deck vehicles 
are used at all} | 


With the extra potential drivers (ex conductors) being trained 
and promoted to this type of vehicle a better service could then 
be given, The maxim should read: "Smaller and Better Buses" 
not "Bigger and Better Buses", 


BeA. Seaman 
Habfi eld. 


‘jno }YSNOg SBM °O*D sng UUeg IY) Jo}Je osvIe) SOUIEIS Je SBM “JOALIP OY) SUvIG [IG jJanqun 
DID ‘SJBIS IBIA OY} UT 919A OY ‘SJOSUaSSed OA} DY *AIQUNOD JY} UT PABZBY SITY) SABAATL SI I19Y) JNG jIdURYD 9U0 0} UOT Y 


{aanyny ay} JO snq ayy “7X IPF JUNE ayy, 


2G 


THE DAIMLER FLEETLINE VEHICLE CODE XP 


It is often said there is nothing new in the world only that 
somebody rediscovers something from the past. The first 
attempt at a front entrance double deck vehicle was produced in 
1934, namely Q4e This was built for central area service and 
had the engine on the side, being based on the familiar Q type 
single deck vehicle, Q5 followed but the entrance was moved 
amidships and the vehicle was destined for country area service 
followed later by Q188 for Green Line duty. Then followed the 
ferwerd entrance STL vehicle with which we are all familiar, 


Tt was not until after the last war that a rear engine double 
decker was produced, this being I think bg Foden. However, this 
did not catch on and the idea lapsed until taken up by Leyland 
and Daimler, 


The power pack is a self-contained unit which carries the engine, 
fluid flywheel and gearbox in a transverse fashion to a chassis. 
It is of interest to note that the flange of the sub frame is 
increased in depth to make a substantial bumper to safeguard the 
power pack itself in the event of a rear end collision. 


The engine is a Gardner 6LX six cylinder with a maximum speed of 
1700 repem. and the output is taken through a conventional fluid 
flywheel to an epicyclic gearbox. It is this gearbox which is of 
ingenious design to obviate the need to employ a shaft drive at an 
acute angle from the rear end of the gearbox to the rear axle, 

The layout of the gearbox is such that it is in the reverse order 
to the conventional arrangement, that is top speed is remote from 
the apparent input end. The drive from the flywheel is taken 
through the gearbox itself to the remote end by a solid shafte The 
epicyclic train is then more or less conventional taking the drive 
back through the box towards the flywheel in order to bring the 
drive out of the gearbox which would be adjacent to the flywheel. 
A hollow shaft is mounted concentricly on the input shaft. On 
this is mounted a spur gear meshing with bevel gearing all being 
part of the gearbox unit; thus the drive has been turned through 
90° that is fore and aft the vehicle and the carden shaft carries 
it forward to the rear axle unit. 


ob 


To obtain a low floor line in the lower deck, a two-stage 
reduction dropcentre axle is used. 


Suspension is by conventional leaf springs on both axles, 
Braking is by air pressure but a dual line system is used, 
front and rear brakes being separate. In principle it 

could be said this is an air version of the RM hydraulic system 
and the greater bulk of the air equipment is goon noticed, 
Diaphragm chambers are used to operate the brake shoes as 
opposed to conventional pistons. The brake shoes themselves 
are fairly conventional and employ automatic adjusters within 
the shoe assemblies. 


Steering is fairly conventional but a London Transport 
requirement has included power assistance, From tests 

carried out it was obvious that unladen the vehicle was 
extremely light on the steering and compared very favourably 
with the RT, but leden it was considerably worse, This will 
probably be obvious to the reader when unladen the engine 
unit keeps the front axle weight down but in the laden 
condition, front overhang increases the axle loading severely. 


Tkrottle control becauge of the length involved from front to 
rear of the vehicle is by hydraulic means. A similar vehicle 
utilises mechanical linkage which requires a good deal of 
attention to keep it free in operation, 


in order to keep the engine at a reasonable temperature a 
magnetic fan coupling is employed which cuts the fan in when 
the coolant reaches a pre-determined temperature and cuts out 
when the engine water temperature dropse When the fan ig 
operating air is drawn in through an intake grille on the side 
of the engine compartment across a conventional radiator 
mounted inside, 


From purely an engineering viewpoint the writer prefers the 
conventional vehicle with the engine at the forward end, the 
gearbox amidships and the rear axle at the far end. However, 
the rear engine type of vehicle does allow for driver's 
supervision of passenger movement but. does pose certain 
engineering problems, Much thought has been built into the 
design to reduce these to tolerable limits such as to permit 
the removal of engine or gear-box separately. However, we are 
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Z COLLECTING | 


"Good evening Mr. Adams ~ Good evening Mr. Brown, Off to.some- 
where nice? — yes, I am off to my Philatelic Society tonight - 
What's that for goodness sake? ~ Our local stamp club - what! 
do you collect those silly little bits of coloured paper? - 
Sorry that's what you think - look", I said, taking my stock 
book out of my pocket and showing him a pair of £1 stamps of 
Great Britain and Kuwait — "How much would you give me for these 
two" = showing him 2.x £1. "You don't pay that much for 

stamps do you, that's waste. I suppose they are worth £2", 
"No", I said, "they are worth £5.15.0 at the moment and they 
are only 7 years old, that's how stamps make price - why don't 
you come along tonight", "Not tonight, when's the next one - 
fortnight tonight, 7.30 pem. — 0.K. I'll be there" and he was 
and has been a staunch member ever since,with a fine collection, 
and now is sorry he had not joined before. 


Club Night 


"What do you do at your club - how do I start to collect and 
what do I collect?"~ "Well", I said, "first of all come to the 
club and have a look round at some of the collections there, 
see what you fancy, there are many ways you can do it", "One 
country straight collecting - that is one of each, or you can 
specialise, but that is for the experienced = or you can 
collect a theme, this they call Thematics, i.e., collect all 
stamps ho matter what country or value that follow a theme, 
ieee, Aeroplanes, Ships, Flowers, Insects, Animals, Birds, 
Buildings, Maps, Arctic Territories, History and lots of other 
things including first day of issue covers, and also 

postmarks can be very interesting," | bad 


Once you have chosen your countries or theme then you needa _ 

catalogue - this is'a guide to stamps and their prices = = 
remember that it is only a guide as it is a catalogue supplied 
at a price by one firm and is of the pricés, the most common is 
Stanley Gibbon, which claims to have every stamp printed in it 
with some verifications, — 


ae 


Collscting a Country 


To start collecting a country you need to amass as much 
material (ise. stamps) as you can and then start to sort them 
out into groups, firstly definitives, that is the ordinary 
issue, then commemoratives,. These are usually to depict a 
special event like the 25 year anniversary of the Battle of 
Britain, there were § stamps issued for a short while to 
commemorate this memorable occasion - then some countries go 
even further than this, they issue charities for children, 
these stamps carry a surcharge which in the case of New 
Zealand the money collected by the G.P.0. goes to the Child/ 
Welfare Fund. Many other countries do the same, Australia 
issues her stamps to be issued at the Antarctic Australian 
territory in 1957, these were also for use in Australia, New 
Zealand followed suit in for her Antarctic for Rose 
Dependency in. 1957 also. 


Pe all those who might agetas to “tay collecting I wish 
them good collecting. : 


Inspector Adams, Dartford, 


REPLY TO "SOME GOOD CLEAN MUD" 


Mr, Noakes the Stores Superintendent has replied to the 
erticle in-our last issue by Inspector Butler of Dartford, 
as follows:—. 


I have looked at the clothing record, and except for a misfit 
in 1957, when judging by the measurements he may have put on 
weight, he has received his uniform on time and has signed 

for it, Therefore it appears that he had no complaint because 
we always encourage staff to try on the uniform before leaving 
the centre, so that if any alterations are necessary they can 
be noted, and arrangements made for them to be carried out. 


May I suggest that Inspector Butler be asked to come to Chiswiek 
with the whole of the uniform he is holding so pe we Can bik tg 
to see whether his ‘osphainka: are ee 


ai 


SHOULD THE GeL.C, RUN ITS 
OWN BUS SERVICES 


About a year ago seven Camden borough councillors advocated 
that the Greater London Council should "take-over" Lendon 
Transport, one of the seven, Mr. Room said this: "the Greater 
London Council now covers a far bigger area than the old 
L.C.C. = and it takes in most of the London Transport area. 
If the GeL.C. were responsible for public transport it would 
be able to work out the traffic problems knowing that the 
inberests of the travelling public would also be served," 


This is, of course, the feeling of a group of councillors in 
one borough and not the official feeling of the Greater London 
Council, But it is pretty obvious that the thoughts expressed 
by these Camden councillors are shared by a large number of 
other council members all over London, especially. in areas 
where staff shortage is at a high percentage such as in the 
West London boroughs. 


Could the G.L.C. take-over and run London Transport? Could 
they provide better services and encourage more staff to join 
the "buses"? Mr, Room and his colleagues obviously think so. 
Frankly I feel that Mr, Room over~estimates the job in hand 
and under~estimates the performance of London Transport who 
operate under many adverse conditions that they are powerless 
to alter. 


Initially Mr. Room is incorrect when he says that the G.L.C. 
covers an area nearly as large as that area under which London 
Transport operatese He mist surely mean the Central Bug area 
of London Transport. This may only be a small point to hin, 
(Country Buses operate from 29 garages and have approximately 
6,000 staff) but it is these small points that make such a vast 
difference over a fleet of 71 garages and some 30,000 crew _ 
members | : oe 


As a comparable operator the G.L.C. would have to function under 


the same conditions as London Transport; consequently they will 
have to observe the present wage structures laid down (and 


so immediately incur staff shortage with these conditions) 

and they cannot expect to induce new recruits by a change 

of name only. There is no obvious way that another operator © 
can better the present operations and service given by London 
Transport, That this service as it stands is a poor one, is 
irrefutable, London Transport services suffer enormously due 
to staff shortage and adverse traffic conditions, coupled 
with gome internal restrictions this all leads to situations 
that prompt other persons to think they could do better, 


Before they rush to believe that London Transport should 
be overthrown they should consider the pegition of two 
large Corporation Bus services in the provinces, 


Glasgow Corporation, (like all other operators up and down 
the country,) are seriously thinking of relinquishing gall 
their services to the Scottish Bus Group Ltd. This action 
is not being considered because they are making too much 
profit from their buses, but the opposite. Birmingham City 
Council are considering permitting private operators to run 
buses on routes that are in the Birmingham Corporation area, 
(Eatonways have applied to operate a circular service in 
Birmingham) and once again it is not because Birmingham 
Corporation wants to give work away, they just cannot get 
the staff to operate all their services, 


In view of these moves how can any council expect to do 
better than London Transport. 


What ‘London Transport needs is help not opposition. It is 
futile to think that my transport system can provide an 
adequate public transport service for all. Notwithstanding 
‘the chaotic traffic conditions encountered on the roads, 
London Transport is obliged to run at a profit 'one year 
with another! so that some uneconomical routes have to be 
cat, even though they are essential to a small. number of 
passengers. If any council was so interested in providing 
a better bus service their first job would be to ensure the 
free andl uncongested passage~way on the roads for buses. 

in this, respect they could experiment more with the 'bus only! 


~16- 


lane. Further,in an effort to attract more staff, they 

could endeavour to assist in shouldering the financial burden 
of the bus operator if they insist that he run uneconomical 
SCrvicese 


Another councillor, Mr. Davis of Barnet, feels the following 
assistance should be given to London Transport. A weekly levy 
of 3d. per person on all residents in the G.L.C. area to be 
given to London Transport towards paying higher wages, (this 
levy would realise about £7 million). That employers who bring 
in staff from outside London should pay an amount per person 
for this contribution to the already congested traffic problem. 
He also feels that when, and if, London Transport find they 
are unable to cover services owing to staff shortage the work 
should be hired out to private operators under contract. 
Mr..Davis is so incensed with this matter that he writes to 
200 M.P.'s every month regarding assistance to London Transport. 


So the possibility of a council operating the buses in London 
is extremely remotee If they wish to be of assistance in 
helping provide London with the bus service it requires, then 
they should take up the battle-cry of Mr, Davis. 


B * Rs Se aman 
Hatfi eld, 


ANSWER TO QUIZ 


5 centss 10 cents: 15 cents? 20. cents 


- Crew costs 

A rack of tickets and a pair of clippers. 
- Because an owl's wings are ot ha haee in down 
instead of feathers. 


) 
) 
A 'pea~souper! 
) 
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Derived from its two Station names of Baker St, and Waterloo. 
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JIM'S INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION 
hole | by "The Inspector" 


Facing the problems that beset them, the Bus Company decided 
to re-organise its routes, so that a more modern and stream 
lined service would be available for the public, 


This was all explained in a pamphlet to the staff and 
despatched from the Head Office in the city and was eventually 
received by men like old Jim, who worked on a remote route in 
the backroad villages, ~ | 


Jim could not understand the pamphlet, so he visited his 

Chief Inspector, who gave him another pamphlet and told him "it 
was all part of the Industrial Revolution and the new plan 
would help the staff shortage,” 


Jim kad a very bright grandson who explained to him the 
historical significance of Industrial Revolutions. The old 
man digested the information and then sought out a certain city 
business man whose country cottage was maintained by the bus 
driver in his spare time, 


To the business man's surprise, he found that Jim's interest 
had changed from marrows and woodrot, to time and motion allied 
to business management. 


Jim's next series of movements involved the use of the bulk 

of his savings, the signing of a number of contracts and the 
recruitment of staff to service and .operate one 1923 charabanc, 
two D/D buses of the same period, one horse=bus and two fancy 
gigs, and two modern vans, all of which made up the Vintage — 
Carriers Ltd. | 


Industrial revolutions need modern engineering and modern | 
methods to compete in this space~age travel. he 


Jim's enquiries had surprisingly brought him to the opposite 
conclusions. 


~1g~ 


Vintage Carriers now operate the Summer eason from main town 
centres to historical and beauty points. Wholesome refreshment 
is catered for at hosteleries, whose ies has improved 
beyond measure. 


The modern transport company has found it necessary to increase 
their Summer services to cope with the visitors who flock to 
Vintage Tours and during the Winter months, the modern vans 
deliver fuel, vegetables and general merchandise to the 
tradesmen in the towns and villages from the packing centre 
based in the ex=barns that house the vintage fleets. 


The Chief Inspector in his office often looks at the pamphlets 
and ponders over the staff shortage, the traffic congestion and 
the streamlined service he operates. To the occasional new 
recruit he explains the new and modern system of passenger 
transport, and as the gaily—coloured charabancs of Vintage 
Carriers rattle past the window, he shakes his head in 
bewilderment. 


LOVE IS A MANY SPLENDOURED THING 


One of the "pirate radio stations recently held a competition: 
they wanted to find what person could give them the greatest 
number of song titles with the word LOVE in it. 


Radio enthusiast Cdr. George Hull of Hatfield garage (a winner 
on numerous occasions in the past, of quizzes ta, t submitted 

over 700 song titles, but failed to win. Which goes to prove 

this world is made up--of an "awful lot of loving", 
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RUN OUT ON NEW TEARS DAY 


On New Year's morning a very apprehensive Inspector signed on 

for early turn, visualising several slip-ups due to the festivities 
the previous night. Going to the Depot Office window he tripped 
over a very flat-out Irishman fast asleep on a bus seat against 
the radiator with a steaming cup of tea beside him. He was all 
ready for work and on being woken up, exclaimed, "I couldn't 

slip up, could I?" — 


After quarter of an hour the phone rings and a conductor goes 
sick. The Inspector sets off to bring in a rest day worker. 
On arriving at his house he is greeted by a room full of fully 
clothed people asleep all over the floor, The conductor, who 
has a dreadful hangover, invites the Inspector into his kitchen 
while he gets ready. While the inspector is waiting, a bottle 
of sherry is produced and two glasses. The Inspector, having 
declined the kind offer of sherry at 06.00 hours, was given a 
full glass despite his protests. The conductor then cant find 
his teeth. He wakes all the sleeping bodies and accused each 
one of pinching his teeth. Having filled the inspector's 
glass up again despite more protests, he eventually finds his 
teeth where he put them, underneath the soap to stop them 
escaping} The inspector's glass was then seized and refilled 
for the third time with threats that if he didn't drink it he 
wouldn't come to work. After 25 agonising minutes an even 
more apprehensive inspector and a very haggard conductor 
arrive back at the garage to find no more slip ups and no lost 
mileage. 2: 2% 

P, Stanier 


TRAVELLERS TALES 


Innsbruck, the famous holiday centre in the Austrian Tyrol, 
has a variety of transport in the shape of trams, old and 
new buses and trains, also the funicular for the mountain 
climb with the chair lift for the final ascent, 


In and around the town the tram car is the major form of transport. 
The tracks being mostly in the centre of the road to allow parking 
along the pavement. The fare is approximately eight pence which 
will take you anywhere around the town, but there are higher fares, 
naturally for longer journeys. 


~20— 


The old type vehicles have trailers, very often two, if ~ 
traffic warrants. Each has a conductor who walks around 
collecting fares, and each has a bell with a different note 
so the driver can differentiate between them ~ ah] the 
conductor H,. has not rung yet! 


The tickets are clipped out on the date and route number which 
are approximately 1 to 6. The conductor announces the stops 
over a loud speaker, 


On the modern type tram, passengers enter at the rear door, 
where the conductor is seated, alighting at either of the other 
two. Passengers with season tickets which embody their photo- . 
graph;-are allowed to enter hy the front door and show the 

pass to the driver. 


The capacity is about 20 seated and 50 standing: seats are 
wooden and quite comfortable, though not upholstered. 


The buses are used for longer journeys out town, although the 
trams do connect with Igls, Natter and Mutter, small nearby 
mountain villages. One has to pass through Natter to rench © 
Mutter} 


There do not appear to be any restrictions on the motorist for 
parking or speed, and four sided traffic lights are hung in the 
centre of the main road junctions, At 7 p.m. the light remains 
flashing at amber, and it is every man for himself until the next 
morning§ Police are very much in evidence and no loitering 
about or ‘long hair! is tolerated, 


The railway is narrow gauge and the cars appear very similar 

to trams, the open ended rear portion of both being very 

pleasant to travel in. | 
: Pa Ge OEs 


Money is quite unimportant, unless you have not got any. 
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THE PORT LINE 


As a lad I used to spend every Christmas with my Grandfather 
who lived in a railwayman's cottage above Portpatrick in Wig~ 
townshire, Scotland. He had spent all his working life on 

the 'Port Road? as he used to call it and had become something 
of a legend as regards driving. In those days it was one man, 
one engine, and if it wasn't spotlessly clean on top as/‘well as 
underneath, there was hell to pay. The engine that he drove 
was No.23, Earl of Rothsay, and for some unknown reason it was a 
very bad steamer. My Grandfather used to say that if it won't 
go uphill it will have to go down and I have seen burly stokers 
erying out for mercy while my Grandfather, puffing away at his 
briar, would calmly charge round corners somewhere in the 80!s 
in preparation for the long climb ahead. When it finally went 
into the shops there was a crack right through the main frame 
underneath the cab. 2 


Being keen on railways myself, he used to spend the long winter 
evenings telling me about some of the characters who used to 
work on the 'Port!. We often used to. laugh about Jamie, who 
wos a signalman at the bottom of an incline, The line changed 
from single to double there, so Jamie had to catch the single 
line token, As his box was abt the bottom of this incline, all 
the trains, instead of passing at the 10 mep.h. speed limit, 
used to go by somewhere in the 40's in preparation for getting 
up the other side. Now Jamie had a wooden leg, so catching 
the token presented something of a problem. So he bored a 
hole in the floor of the balcony, which just fitted the 

stump of his wooden leg, and every time he caught the token, 
he revolved two or three times on his own axis] 


Then there was big Ken, whose mate had a passion for beer. 
When they were due to sign on Ken used to tour all the pubs in 
the town to find his mate and then frog march him, holding 

on to his ear, to the shed, 


In the latter days of the Port, Ayr men worked the line. It 
was a difficult line to learn at night, crossing miles of moor 
land with no lights to guide.them, Many a night I have lain 
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THE PORT LINE (Cont'd) 


in my bed and listened to them light up on the moor, 
whistling for the red light on the end of Portpatrick Pierf 


It was a difficult climb out of Portpatrick, the lines often 
encrusted with salt. An old single driver was retained for 
banking trains out of the station, Often when they reached 
the top, the single driver would be 10 to 20 yards behind, 
not being able to keep up! It was probably that old single 
driver that stalled one day on the bank. "Set back and 
halve the train" announced the driver, "You'll need a saw’! 
replied the fireman, “Wetve only one carriage on", 


The line lasted 'till after the second world war, when trains 
of ammunition were taken to Portpatrick for testing. What a 
job it must have been with 500 tons of ammunition behind the 
tender and a greasy rail to stop on. Let's hope they got paid 
danger moneye 


Alas, the rocks no longer echo back the sdund of Earl of 
Rothsay pounding out of Portpatrick with my Grandfather puffing 
at his briar. It was a fine line, fine engines and fine men 
that drove them, 


ANON 


In the old days if you wanted to know if a girl had knock 
knees you had to dhetomissuses 9975.4 


FACTS AND FIGURES - : 


At the last Country Bus eri meeting it was ; thought that a 
list of facts and figures concerning the whole of Country 
Buses would provide interesting reading for its members, 
So that the information would be correct, we are preparing 
a short questionnaire. If you feel you quali fy for any 

of the questions below, PLEASE WRITE TO THE: EDITOR, 
otherwise the ee wit be false and will 6c of 

no value, 


The driver with the oldest seniority tates | 
The conductor with the oldest seniority date. 
The woman conductor with the oldest seniority date, 
The inspector with the oldest seniority date. » 


The driver and conductor who have worked together the 
i | : lcngeste 


The driver and women conductor who have worked together 
the Longeste 


The driver with the lowest badge number, 
The conductor with the lowest badge number, 
The woman conductor with the lowest badge number. 


In the finished article we hope to include the longest and 
shortest routes, the maximum and minimum fares, etc. 


P, Stanier 


A servant girl working in a large. country house handed in 
her notices On being asked what the trouble was, said that 
she was extremely confused because the notice above her bed 
read "Take heed — for ye know not when the Master cometh". 


WHAT IN THE N ¢ ARE THINGS COMING TQ? 
This we recognise as an old public opening to some trivial 
complaint iee. You're early = late - etc, This after you have 
waited for that persistently running (£1 note for the 4d) ride, 
who hoists her overloaded shopping bags and trolley onto the 
platform, gesticulating toward your ticket machine box resting 
in the parcel rack. Testing your patience which is rapidly 
running out with your change, 


However, the stab in the back comes when she gets off the 
vehicle sooner than pay double the minimum fare of travel to the 
next stop. Farestages have a nasty habit of finishing just 
before the pictures, or railway station. The customary stop 
where the passengers 'get offt, 


A growing number of firms are claiming that it is a damn sight 
cheaper and sometimes more convenient to travel by Mo=Ped, 


The point is they are RIGHT, 


The average commuter has become more astute. The man and hig 
wife who calculate, that if they ride to the fourpenny farestage, 
and walk the short distance to the next stop, can save as much as 
eight shillings per week, £20 pomnds per year. This is the sort 
ot thing which drives people to own their transport. 


One would think that L.T.B. would use their brains dept, They 
would quickly tell how many passengers are being lost because 
of this ridiculous jump in farestage, 


A minimum of 4d is charged to board the vehicle which is an 
agreeable amount, 


However ~ farestages should graduate at 2d per stages 


A. Fortune 
Dartford, © 


Mr, Brooksbank, the Fares and Charges Officer, has been kind 


enough to favour ug with a reply to this article, this appears 
on the following page. 


wo Dae 


What this writer is advocating really is that we should not 
have increased the fare scale operating before 16th January, 
1966 because there was a scale which started at 4d. and 
increased by 2d. a stage up to 1/~ ise. 


RF miLe Ade 
14 miles 6d. 
2 miles Sd 
25 miles 10d, 
3 miles 1/me 


On 16th January, 1966 because we needed increased revenue to 
help meet rising costs we knocked out the J+ and 24 mile charges 
and increased other charges at higher mileages, The increases 
in the 15 mile fare to 8d. and the 2} mile fare to 1/~ produced 
4de gaps in the charges; it also produced £2,.8m increased 
revenue for the undertaking as a whole or half the £5.7m the 
whole of the increases were estimated to produce, The £2,8m 
was arrived at after making substantial allowances for 
passengers formerly paying 6d., for instance, to shorten their 
rides and pay 4d. This is the dilemma with fares increases; 
they inevitably cause loss of traffic or shortening of rides, 
if instead we had increased the minimum fare and put a ld. on 
the 6d, 8d and 10d fares that could have caused us very heavy 
losses especially at the lowest fare, It is a choice of evils, 


lt must also be gaid that the trend will be towards fewer 
denominations of fares in the future so that fares accord more 


with one man operation to be facilitated. | 


if you tell a girl, "Your face would stop a clock", 
that's stupidity. But if you tell her, "When I look 
into your face, time stands still", that's diplomacy, 
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A study in contrasts span- 
ning over 30 years. From 
the early days of Green 
Line to the latest O.M.O. 
Route 724 which came 
into operation July, 1966. 


Right: 


This is believed to be a 
coach off the old ‘J’ road. 
The slipboard refers to 
the 1d. fare between Rei- 
gate and Redhill. 


Below: 


Coach RF66 on route 724 
at High Wycombe garage. 
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THE NEW LOOK BF! 


A modernised single deck Green Line coach RF136 has been opera~ 
ting experimentally on R.704 and 705 since March of this year. 


It hag been repainted Lincoln Green with a broad pale green 
band edged with aluminum beading below the window line, The 
name Green Line is carried in yellow along this waist band. 


At the front the most noticeable differences are the newly 
fitted four headlamp system and the curved windsereen. The 
route boards along the sides are yellow with black lettering. 


The Latest type of seats are used, also the lighting is 
provided by fluorescent tubes. 7 | 


Although this class of vehicle is now 14 years old they are in 
sound mechanecial and body condition. The remaining RF coaches 
will be modernised to the same standard by the middle of 1967. 
Illustration is on page 28- 


Smile: a curve that can set a lot of things straight. 


The landlady brought in a’ plate of extremely thin slices of 
bread and butter, which rather dismayed her hungry boarderse 
"Did you cut those Mrs. Smith", asked one. "Yes" came the 
stern reply. "Oh", went on the boarder "Alright, Lt 
shuffie and deal", 
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THE BIO-CHEMICAL FLUKE 
On May 26th the Chesham and Amersham District Society for 
dJentelly Handicapped Children took a big step forward by 
upening a Youth Club for its members, » : 


The (lub is being run ly mycclf and I am assisted by various 
members of the Amersham Garage staff, The club will be 

cpen each Thursday evening from 19.30 to 21.30 hours, and $A 
has the usual youth club facilities including record player, 
billiards table and a canteen. Js te 


I feal and hope that parents and relatives of these children 
will be glad to know that they can now take part in at least 
some of the amenities offered to normal youngsters. 


Tn opening the club,Mr. K. Solly the General Seeretary to the 
Netional. Society, said that all doors to higher education were 
now open to the well equipped — hut one group of children 

are left who by some bio-chemical fluke are not equipped with 
the same mental powers as we haves 


I would welcome enquiries from anyone thinking of starting a 
similar venture, and would be glad to get in touch with any 
clubs that are already existing, 


Dvr» F. Cre WOOD, 
AMERSHAM GARAGE. 


NO DIESELS 
Diesel vehicles are already banned from Moscow. The city's 


buses run on petrol = admittedly a less economic fuel = simply 
because exhaust fumes are considered less noxious. 


Soviet Weekly. 


WHITHER GREEN LINE? 
(Written in July 1966.) 


It is now thirty~six years since the first Green Line coaches 

set out on their journeys from Charing Cross to such places as 
Guildford and Brentwood, and a lot of water has flowed past the 
Embankment since those dayse We have seen the early days, when 
on some roads, Green Line fought for their existence against 

such worthy competitors as Hillman, Sunset, Premier Line, Skylark 
and Acme, just to mention a few whose names come to mind, Then 
came the days of consolidation when the old London Passenger 
Transport Board was formed, most of the independents being 
acquired, and Green Line came into its own by providing a service 
which made the fleet name a family word, so much so, that very 
often coaches of other operators, if they happened to be painted 
green, were confused with ours, 


Then came the dark days of the war when, during the first month 
or two, Green Line disappeared in order to perform their wartime 
role of ambulances. As the old hands know it was not long 

before Green Line returned to the scene, at the request of the 
Ministry of War Transport, to perform a useful role in carrying 
workers to and from London during that period when railway 
services were badly disrupted by bombing, and a good deal of 
London's population had moved out to the country areas surround- 
ing the CLty : 


In September 1942, however, the fuel situation became somewhat 
serious, and as the railways had more or less returned to normal, 
Green Line was once again withdrawn in order to save half=a- 
million gallons of valuable fuel oil. 


The great day came in February 1946, when the Building Department 
once again got busy creating signs which read "BUS & GOACH STOP". 
Green Line was in business once again, starting off with the 

715 and 720 roads. By the end of the year, the network fas 

more or less complete again, except for the Ongar and West Byfleet 
routes. Hastern Avenue no longer carried a service, nor did the 
road between Amersham and Aylesbury via Great Missenden. 
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The services were welcomed back enthusiastically by a public 
which had money to spend, and nothing very mich to spend it ons 
™raffies were heavy, particularly after Cheap Day Return Tickets 
were re~Lintroduced, and Eccleston Bridge at times resembled the 
Wembley area on a Cup Final daye Duplication was the rule 
rather than the exception. 


Then the blow fell: Rationing ceased, and the scramble began to 
become car owners, in addition to which Mum wanted a washing 
machine, whilst the kids felt that television was a necessity, 
and in consequence, our traffic began to suffer, helped by the 
constant increases in fares which were necessitated by higher 
costs of operation. Then came increasing traffic congestion 
which made hay of good timekeeping, and finally, the British 
Railways modernisation schemes in the Eastern and Midland 
Regions, all of which have helped to further decreases of 
traffic. 


What can be done to remedy ell this? A good start has~been made 
with the "Green Liners", the Cheap Day Returns to the Surrey 
Hills at Dorking, and the introduction of Route 724, but I feel 
there is a lot more to do yet before we get out of the wood. 


When one compares the map of the modern network of Green Line 
end Country Bus routes with the pre-war services, one finds, in 
several cases that, despite cuts, some of the roads are better 
gerved to-day than they were in pre-war days, Taking the road 
between Aylesbury and Tring as an example one finds that, in 
1939, there were two buses an hour on Route 301 spaced at 
alternate 20 and 40 minutes intervals between, plus one coach 
every two hours on Mondays ~ Fridays, and hourly on Saturdays 
and Sundays. To-day, the same road enjoys a 30-minute service 
on 301 (hourly on Sundays), plus a half—hourly service on 
Routes 706/707. These services are chasing the same traffics 
from Aylesbury to Watford. I am not suggesting that we shculd 
serap the Green Line sergice here, but would suggest a revision 
of the Gountry bus route to serve a different area. Why not 
withdraw 301 as such, and re-route 330 between Leverstock 
Green and Hemel Hempstead via the present 347 route, which 
could take over the old 330 route to the bus station, and 
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extend Route 330 to Aylesbury, which would then provide a 

through link from Welwyn Garden City and St, Albans to Tring and 
Aylesbury... There are four garages on line of route, all of which 
could.assist in operating 330, so that a fair day's work could be 
scheduled, Route 302 could be strengthened if necessary between 
Watford and Iwo Waters to cover the withdrawal of 301, but with 
a 15-minute headway applying to 706/7/8, this should not be 
necessarye There are other cases of a similar nature elsewhere 
on the system. If necessary, bus fares could be charged on the 
coach outside the peak hours, as has been done in other casese 


To meet the competition from railway services, why not re-route 
some of the coach routes? An example which springs to mind is 
Route 714. Now that there is a very good diesel train service 
between St, Pancras and luton, what point is there in this route 
Operating via Kings Cross and Highgate? Why not divert it at 
Tally Ho Corner. via Golders Green and Finchley Road?.. The time~ 
table could be adjusted between Barnet and London so that it 
makes an even headway. with Route 716/a with which it is common 
right through to Kingston, in addition to which, there would be 
no necessity for the odd journeys on Route 712 to Iuton, 


There is a case for more cross-country Green Line services, We 
have only got the spokes, and, now that 724.is operating, part 
of the rim of the wheel. A cross country route from Tunbridge 
Wells to Windsor via Sevenoaks, Westerham, Oxted, Godstone, 
Reigate, Dorking, Guildford, Woking, and Staines might be a 
good proposition, if started hourly as an 0.M.0. service, whilst 
on the northern side, what about a Windsor — Tilbury service via 
457 to Uxbridge, Western Avenue, North Circular Road, Eastern 
Avenue, Whalebone Lane, Heathway, Dagenham, Rainham, Purfleet 
and Grays (avoiding Aveley Village). This would not offend. our 
friends of the Eastern National as it would not be in direct 
competition with their 151/251 group. 


FROM ? peak UNDER 


Looking beable some past issues of Country Bus wei wed 
sceing a photograph of RM, 664 in Whitehall, I say that — 
London hes the finest bus. service in the world. 


Hare, ewen in the city of Mateus ; they only have a coach - 
type. of bus, an old Sei.0, model, one man operated, so you 

n imagine the delay. In the outer town area the bus 
a is mostly operated by privately owned companies, 
some of the vehicles are 1945 Fords, 


In 1961, Australian transport officials visited the United 
kingdom to study working systems etc,, but this hasn't 
resuited in any new vehicles. One scheme was to run trains 
underground to make a read clearance, test bores were taken, 
but now the scheme has been shelved, 


Talking to a friend in a town in Victoria I mentioned the 
road death toll and the cause of accidents being due to 
speeding, bad road manners and lack of good instruction 
at the onset, my friend said "Do you know where and who 
the best drivers are?*® I replied "London bus drivers are 
the best I have ever seen", and an ex IsI.B. conductor — 


agreed with me, 


I believe efforts have been made to reeruit drivers for 
employment in Victoria but no mention was made of the 
trims, you will be amused to hear of a local bus company 
with a 20 bus fleet where the drivers wash their bus and 
sweep the litter inside tgs the Sede 


The L.T.B still has a good name and drivers who set a 
good example on the roads, — 


REX WHITE 


Mooroolbark, Victoria, Australia. 
ex Stamford Hill 1959. 
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